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I-84 Boise, Idaho Accomplishment
When Owell Precast was awarded 
a large sound wall project in Boise, 
Idaho (USA), they were faced with the 
daunting challenge of producing nearly 
2 mi (3.5 km) of precast sound wall 
in less than seven months.  Further 
complicating matters, the project 
demanded a range of panel sizes, each 
with multiple textures.  As Owell 
evaluated its production options the 
solution became clear.  By using a 
Verti-Crete™ Panel Stacker System, 
Owell would be able to produce a 
high volume of large precast pieces in 
a fraction of the time and fl oor space 
otherwise needed.  In addition, Verti-Crete’s mold and form system made it possible to provide the 
Idaho Department of Transportation (IDOT) with a product that had a molded texture on both 
sides of the wall, far surpassing the surface quality specifi ed on the project. 

  Because of the unique textures and the diverse panel sizes, Owell originally bid the project with 
the intention of casting in horizontal steel beds with polyurethane liners.  Using their existing 
steel casting beds and then being able to easily change the size of each panel seemed like the lowest 
cost  path to take.  After all, the investment in a vertical battery mold such as Verti-Crete’s seemed 
expensive when amortized over just one project.  The only downside appeared to be the quality

Versatility with Verti-Crete Systems
Jeff VanHoose, owner of Pour in 
Place, Inc and VanHooseCo, LLC 
has brought much versatility to 
this industry with the Verti-Crete 
system.  

Jeff is a commercial concrete con-
tractor and has been working in 
the precast concrete industry since 
1998.  He started East Tennessee 
Precast, a business pouring 
sanitary and drainage structures 
such as manholes, catch basins, 
and utility structures. After selling 
his precast operation to Hanson 
Pipe & Precast in August 2007, he 
signed a non- compete agreement. 
“I had to think outside the box 
to fi nd something different I can 
produce,” said Jeff.

Jeff discovered Verti-Crete at The World of Concrete Show in Las Vegas early this year. Wanting 
to explore his options, he researched different systems without breeching his non-compete agree-
ment. He considered a variety of wall methods, but realizing he could do more things with the 
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Above: One of Pour in Place’s retaining walls.
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house in its own custom mold shop.  For this project, Verti-Crete 
produced fi ve new mold designs to IDOT’s exact specifi cations.  
Johnston states, “We were really lucky when it came to the 
production of the molds themselves.  Verti-Crete’s mold makers are 
true artisans who have an incredible attention to detail.  The fi rst 
feed back we got from IDOT was on the quality and detail of the 
mold work--they just weren’t expecting such realistic textures.  It’s 
really raised the bar on their sound wall expectations.  They may 
even specify a double sided molded pattern now that they know 
they can get it so cost effectively. It feels great to know that we had 
that kind of impact by supplying such an outstanding product.”   
For this job, IDOT required a leaf design on the top and fractured 
fi n below for sound abatement on the freeway side.  On the 
opposite side, facing the residents, the design called for an ashlar 
slate with a row of diamond shapes across the top.  

Labor is not only one of the largest components of a project 
like this.  It can also be one of the biggest variables.   Brent Baker, 
President of Owell Precast, explains, “The time during which we 
produced this job for IDOT was one of the busiest we’ve ever had, 
in terms of our production schedule. We had a number of large 
projects going on at one time, all with crucial deadlines.  We had 
to maximize every inch of production space and every minute of 
our workers’ time.   We just couldn’t afford to spend the time it 
would take 
to cast hori-
zontally.  
That’s what 
made the 
Verti-Crete 
System such 
a fantastic 
option for 
us.  We 
were able 
to pour ten 
panels in a 
system that 
fi t in the 
corner of our production building—and it only took about an hour 
to strip the pieces from the previous day, clean and prep the forms, 
and it’s ready to pour again.  All our guys had to do at that point 
was trowel off the tops of each panel, and then they could move 
onto working on our other jobs.  You can’t fi nd a more effi cient way 
to cast.”

  When it came to adjusting panels sizes, Verti-Crete came 
through again.  Baker notes, “Our system was built to accommodate 
the largest panel size.  We then used molded gaskets to create a 
water tight seal to block off the panel wherever we needed to.  It 
was every bit as fl exible as a horizontal bed, but with all the ben-
efi ts of vertical casting.”

Ultimately, the Verti-Crete System offered the complete solu-
tion to Owell Precast’s challenges in completing their sound wall 
project.  Baker remarks, “Looking back at it now, I can’t believe we 
bid this project thinking we would cast it in fl at beds. The Verti-
Crete System really addressed every issue that we threw its way.  
It made it possible for us to produce almost 2 mi (3.5km) of fence 
in a six month time frame. That’s pretty incredible when you think 

I-84 Boise, Idaho (cont’d from page 1)

of the texture on the back of each panel, which would have to be 
stamped instead of molded.  As the production schedule and budget 
was put together, however, casting horizontally turned out to be the 
most expensive of all.

Verti-Crete has been manufacturing vertical precast forming 
systems for almost 10 years now and has precasters who license its 

forming systems 
all over the world.  
The typical battery 
mold produces 8 
to 10 panels at a 
time in a 10ft x 14ft 
(3m x 4.3m) area.  
Standard privacy 
wall systems come 
in 6 ft, 7 ft, or 10 ft 
(1.8m, 2.4m or 3m) 
tall by 13 ft (4m) 
long but custom 
sizes can be as 
much a 10ft (3m) tall 

by 22ft (6.7m) long.  Verti-Crete post molds are also poured verti-
cally for privacy fence applications up to 3m tall so you get a molded 
stone pattern on all four sides of each column.  Columns for this 
job, however, needed to be as much as 30 ft (9m) tall so Verti-Crete 
produced a convenient horizontal form with adjustable end stops to 
vary the height as needed.

The Panel Stacker utilizes a series of vertical divider sheets that are 
placed back to back in a battery mold system.  Each divider sheet is 
made of steel with molded polyurethane permanently mounted to 
each side.  Concrete is then poured between each divider sheet from 
the top of the mold, which means that each panel is cast between 
two molded surfaces.  This creates panels that have equally pristine 

molded fi nishes on both 
front and back, whereas 
panels that have been 
produced using a fl at 
bed have a molded fi nish 
on only one side and a 
stamped or plain fi nish 
on the other side.  In the 
case of Owell’s sound 
wall job for IDOT, this 
came as an unexpected—
but welcome—bonus.  
Johnston says, “When 

we told the Idaho Department of Transportation that we would be 
able to provide a product with molded fi nishes on both sides, they 
didn’t quite believe us.  They wanted to know what the catch was.  
Was it going to cost more money?  Were we changing our bid?  We 
said, ‘There’s no catch,’ and we explained the vertical casting meth-
odology to them.  They werethrilled.  And why wouldn’t they be?  
Everybody loves a free upgrade, and that’s exactly what they got.” 

  Verti-Crete was able to guarantee impeccably molded textures on 
both sides of each panel because all of their mold work is done in-

“When we told the Idaho 
Department of Transportation 
that we would be able to provide 
a product with molded fi nishes 
on both sides, they didn’t quite 
believe us...”                         

  -Jared Johnston
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manufactures all his projects from beginning to end keeping his 
business within the sister companies he owns. He is building his 
own ready mix operation and uses his precast company’s, Verti-
Crete and Tilt-Wall Molds and Forms, to create all his projects so 
his contracting company can install the fi nished products.

  Because of the versatility of his company and from using the 
Verti-Crete system, he has been able to increase profi t and gain an 
advantage over his competitors.  “I’ve gained a lot more business 
and plan on buying a new system with a different form liner design 
from Verti-Crete in 2009,” says Jeff.

Annual Verti-Crete Association Meeting
The Third Annual Verti-Crete Association Meeting will be held 

in conjunction with the World of Concrete in Las Vegas, Nevada 
on Wednesday evening February 4, 2009.  The trade show runs 
from February 3 – 6 at the Las Vegas Convention Center.  Our VC 
Assoc. dinner/meeting will be from 6:30 to 9:30 pm at the Treasure 
Island Hotel.  

This annual gathering has become one of the highlights of the year 
serving as a platform for training and for announcing new products 
and marketing initiatives.  It’s also a great way to learn from your 
fellow Verti-Crete Producers and see how you can apply what’s 
working for them in your market.  We’ll also discuss accomplish-
ments in specifying Verti-Crete walls with various Departments 
of Transportation, national retail chains and public utilities which 
can open up opportunities in your own back yard.

This will 
be the best 
way for you 
to stay in 
tune with 
Verti-Crete’s 
support 
network and 
enable you 
to make the 
most of your 
precast fence 
business.  
It is a very 
exciting and 
valuable time 
for everyone so don’t miss out on this opportunity!  Verti-Crete 
will be at the World of Concrete Show from February 2 – 6, 2009.  
Come visit us at Booth N1749.  We hope to see you there!

Verti-Crete will also be at The Precast Show from February 
20-22, 2009 in Houston, Texas.  Come see us at Booth 1827!

Verti-Crete system, he decided this system was a better fi t for 
him.

 With the unstable economy, industries have been trying to 
make use with what they can with the mold system, but Jeff has 
taken full advantage of the diversity of the Verti-Crete system.  
With the Post Stacker System, he built more than just precast 
fences or sound walls 
but also retaining walls, 
garage walls, horse shed 
walls, businesses and 
church signs, and subdi-
vision entrances walls. 
Jeff worked with a local 
engineer to ensure that his 
design would meet local 
building codes. The Verti-
Crete system has given Jeff a wide range of capabilities he didn’t 
have before. 

Currently, Jeff is working on building a Precast Tilt-Wall 
operation. He studied the tilt up wall business in Europe and has 
brought it back to the U.S. in hopes of diversifying his company. 
Jeff practices intentional congruence where he develops and 

“I had to think outside the box 
to fi nd something different I 
can produce.”

-Jeff Vanhoose

Versatility with Verti-Crete Systems
(cont’d from page 1)

Above: Pour in Place using the versatility of the Verti-Crete System to 
build a garage suitable for a motor home.

about all the other projects we had going on at the same time.  We 
met our customer’s schedule and gave them a product that was 
better than what they were hoping for.  And most importantly, 
we did it in the most cost-effective, labor-effi cient way possible.  
We are currently bidding on a few other sound wall jobs, and I 
believe that using the Verti-Crete System will give us the upper 
hand over the competition.  It’s the complete package.  If you’re 
precasting sound wall or fence, it’s the only way to go.” way.  It 
made it possible for us to produce almost 3.5km of fence in a six 
month time frame. That’s pretty incredible when you think about 
all the other projects we had going on at the same time.  We met 
our customer’s schedule and gave them a product that was better 
than what they were hoping for.  And most importantly, we did it 
in  the most cost-effective, labor-effi cient way possible.”  
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Verti-Crete Licensees

United States

Afco Precast Corp.
Middle Island, NY
afco@oldcastleprecast.com
(631)924-7400

American Precast Products
Phoenix, AZ
preber@cox.net
(928)445-9900

American Stamp Concrete
Miami, FL
tico-70@juno.com
(305) 742-8147

Associated Construction 
Products
Rick Sowinski
Tampa, FL
rsowinski@acpfl .com
(813)973-4425

C&M Precast
Kerrville, TX
bob@candmprecast.com
(830)367-5988

Carolina Wall-Crete
Shelby, NC
conspec@bellsouth.net
(704)487-8557

Color Country Precast
Washington, UT
brock@colorcountryprecast.com
(435)627-2355

Crest Precast, Inc. 
La Crescent, MN
crestpc@pressenter.com
(507)895-2342

Delta Concrete Products, Inc.
Houston, TX
joseo@deltaprecast.com
(713)805-5996

Front Range Verti-Crete
Colorado Springs, CO
dschanel@aol.com
(719)634-2828

Great Wall Systems
Denver, CO
cboortz@asrcompanies.com
(303)991-9255

Hawk Construction
Dallas, TX
john@hawkconst.com
(972)547-6652

Liberty Precast/Verti-Crete of OK
Tulsa, OK
bdavis@libertyprecast.com
(918)298-9080

Lubbock Concrete Service
Lubbock, TX
www.precaststonewalls.com
(806)797-1059

Marzano and Sons
Mammoth Lakes, CA
mrm@schat.com
(760)648-7455

McCann Concrete Products
St. Louis, IL
mark.melvin@sbcglobal.net
(618)377-3888

Northeast Precast
Millville, NJ
cdougherty@superiorwallsnj.com
(866)699-2557

Norwalk Concrete Industries
Norwalk, OH
jmalcolm@nciprecast.com
(419)668-8167

Owell Precast
Salt Lake City, UT
ryan@owellprecast.com
(801)571-5041

Pour in Place, Inc. 
Lenoir City, TN
jvanhoose@pourinplace.com
(865)986-0702

Stone-Cast, LLC
Topeka, KS
dgary@wolfconstructioncompany.com
(785)862-2474

Teknafab
Vancouver, WA
pblundell@ultrablock.com
(800)377-3877

Tektoniks
Walla Walla, WA
shawn@tektonikscorp.com
(509)529-8424

Texas Precast Walls
Mission, TX
tx_pw@yahoo.com
(956)467-8720

Verti-Crete of Northern 
Arizona
Taylor, AZ
jaromhatch@yahoo.com
(928)243-4362

Verti-Crete of Northern 
Nevada
Reno, NV 
rja1@att.net
(775)575-5050

Wally Walls
Casper, WY
chrishepp@hotmail.com 
(307)237-7170

Walker Industries
Maui, HI
(808)877-3430
wcambra@walkerprecast.com

Wilson Concrete Products
Idaho Falls, ID
robert@wcpidaho.com
(208)521-2764

International

Advantage Concrete Products
Lethbridge, AB 
Canada 
wayne@hublite.com 

Atlantic Pipe Corp.
San Juan, PR
igarcia@atlanticpipe.com
(787)788-5400

Cappellari SRL
Poggio Rusco, MN
Italy
marketing@truzzi.it
0386/51298

Carlow Pre-Cast Tanks
Dublin, Ireland
engineer@carlowprecasttanks.com
011 353 1 80

Lac la Biche Garage, Ltd. 
Lac La Biche, AB 
Canada
louisjr@telus.net
(780)623-3222

Magest Algeria
Hydra, Alger-Algeria
gmartin@magest.com
(213) (0) 21 69 2336

Mision XXI
Hermosillo, Sonora
Mexico
arq.cuellar@yahoo.com.mx
52 662 285 51-39

Pre-Con Limited
Saskatoon, SK
Canada
ellery@preconltd.ca
(306)931-9229

Ruggiero
Potenza, Italy
pasquale.ruggiero@virgilio.it
390975386001

Tubo Decorado
Monterrey, Mexio
ramirogarza@tubodecorado.com.mx
528183139722

Shamrock Stone Walls
Perth
Western Australia
colm@shamrockstonewalls.com
011614130077

Contact Verti-Crete Headquarters
P.O. Box 2347
Sandy, UT 84091
(801)571-2028
www.verti-crete.com


