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“The Evolution of Precasting”

Wiki Wiki Walls Finds Paradise in Precast

In a state renowned for its

gorgeous landscapes,
precast concrete walls

might not be the first local

object of beauty that
comes to mind. But for
Wiki Wiki Walls, a
Honolulu-based
company, nothing could
be more attractive.

An Opportunity and a

Challenge in Local
Traditions

Residential walls are a
staple in this tropical
culture. Nearly every
home, regardless of size,
is bordered with a wall to
provide privacy, security,
sound absorption, and as
Grant Wartena, Wiki Wiki
Wallls founder and Verti-
Crete licensee explains,
“An aesthetic that
hearkens to the state’s
heritage.” Wartena is
referring to a traditional
style of wall created from
indigenous materials
such as lava and coral
cemented together into
thick, sturdy structures
that taper at the top.

A homebuilder by trade,
Wartena continuously
received requests from
clients to add a wall

around the new homes
he was constructing.
However, he quickly got
a sense of the
challenges that building
these walls presented.

“We're talking about
gigantic rocks that have
to be trenched in,
hefted on top of each
other, and cemented in.
This is tough work—and
dangerous too. It's
common for a strap to
break and rocks to fall. |
was always concerned
about one of my guys
getting hurt.”

In addition, creation of
these rock walls was a
slow process—up to 3
to 5 months for a single
residence. “It added a

lot of time to my
project,” commented
Wartena. He noted,
“People don't want
workers hanging
around for months.”

Looking for a Lava
Alternative

It's not surprising that
Wartena was intrigued
when he heard about
Verti-Crete precast wall
systems from the
mainland. “The concept
was right,” he says, “but
| needed something
that fit the look of
Hawaii.” Hopeful, he
picked up the phone to
inquire if a lava rock
pattern was available. It
was not, but he was
pleasantly surprised




with Verti-Crete’s
immediate offer to help
customize the texture
he wanted.

Wartena began
collaborating with Verti-
Crete artisans to
develop an authentic
look for the wall, right
down to the size and
placement of stones.
When the team was
ready to take
impressions of the lava
for the molds they ran
into a wall themselves.
Exporting lava off the
islands is illegal. There
was no way to get
Hawaiian rocks to the
manufacturing facility in
Utah. What could have
been a dead end turned
into a road for creativity.
Verti-Crete researched
lava flows on the
mainland and was able
to locate rocks with
similar textures—even
trucking in lava stone
from ldaho volcanic
fields.

Customization
through
Collaboration

With rocks in hand,
Verti-Crete laid out the
molds, but instead of
going to production
right away they invited
Wiki Wiki Walls to come
out and inspect the
pattern. “The molding
shop was incredibly
professional,” says
Wartena. “When we
saw the original mold,

we wanted to adjust
some things to make it
more authentic looking.
Verti-Crete was very
happy to adapt. | was
impressed that they
weren’t concerned
about how they wanted
it to look—they trusted
that we knew what our
customers wanted. The
design got better each
time we saw it. Now the
presentation looks so
much like a traditional
wall, and people can't
tell the difference.”

Customization is
nothing new to Verti-
Crete. The company
has developed other
wall patterns to
complement the local
architecture and
environment in which
the walls are placed—
from split-block
limestone in the Great
Lakes area, to stucco
for southwest regions.
Development of the
custom lava molds took
about 60 days from
start to finish. Now Wiki
Wiki Walls employs the
custom lava mold
created by Verti-Crete
to produce several
different looks through
staining.

“This is a fun
business to be in.
People get excited
and can'’t believe
we did their wall so
fast and that it
looks so good.”

Their customers can
choose from many
different looks: three
coral, two moss rock,
and one blue rock—
colors all corresponding
to local Hawaiian rock
wall styles.

The walls are so
authentic looking that
Wartena was able to
build onto an existing
stone wall using his
precast Verti-Crete
panels. “We matched
the customer’s wall
exactly. They literally
couldn’t tell where the
new concrete wall
began, which made
them insanely happy.”

Beauty in the Look,
Price, and Delivery

A part of this success is
due to Wiki Wiki Walls’
attention to custom
colors. The company
mixes its own stains to
match connecting walls
or other walls nearby.

“We are very
conscientious about
painting our walls, and
we spend more time
than other producers
might to achieve
realistic lava or coral
looks,” says Wartena.
“Our costs are higher
than some alternatives,
but we're still able to
beat the price of a
traditional rock wall.”

In Honolulu, rock walls
sell at an average cost
of $150-250 per lineal
foot. Wiki Wiki Walls
creates the same look
in precast at just $90-
$100 per lineal foot. If
that’s not enough to
thrill customers, the
installation time
certainly is. Typically,
several hundred feet of
Verti-Crete wall can be
installed per day. Most
jobs can be completed
within just a few days; a
far cry from the three to
five months required for
rock and mortar.




ran head-on into a wall. his focus is now on wall so fast and that it
“It did crack our precast  precast. “This business is looks so good. We're in

wall, but | bet it would blooming; it's something  a place where building
have gone through a that really is of the future. space is limited and
CMU or other type. When | believe this precast homes are literally just
the owner called us we concept is one of the 10-15 feet apart, but
were able to install a new changes that will make a  people still tell me,
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hours—that's unheard work.” true concept of
of.” paradise, indeed.
Wiki Wiki Walls recently
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around. “The need for company is not located in Honolulu,
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had great success. satisfaction from the elements.

porous nature of real
coral and lava makes
traditionally constructed
walls prone to infestation
by insects and rodents.
This in turn leads to
faster deterioration of the
structure. Because
precast walls are solid,
infestation and the
associated crumbling is
not an issue and this
thrills local customers.

business beyond the _ _
A Business Growing financial return. “Thisisa For more |_nforma_lt|on,
Like its Surroundings fun business to be in. contact Wiki Wiki Walls

People get excited and ~ at (808) 343-1176 or
Wiki Wiki Walls reported  can't believe we did their ~ Www.wikiwikiwalls.com
$410,000 in sales during
its first five months as a
Verti-Crete licensee. At
time of publication, the
company expects to
garner the same sales
during one month alone.
Already averaging six bid
requests a day, Wiki Wiki
Walls plans to expand its
services to the big island
of Hawaii immediately
and to Maui within six

In addition, many
residences in Hawaii are
built close to heavily
trafficked roads. Sturdy
walls are a conscious

effort to protect homes months.

from acmdent_s and Although Wartena bought
wayward vehicles. the Verti-Crete license to
Wartena recounts an support his residential

incident in which a car construction business,




A Sign of the Times

Developers are catching on
to the value Verti-Crete
privacy fences add to their
projects. The rich, stately
appearance will set an
upscale tone for the area and
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— inspire confidence in the
PO Box 2347 homes that will follow.
Sandy, UT 84091 On the right is a project by
one such developer in Arizona
Plant who proudly suggests to
16500 S. 500 W. would-be buyers..."If you like
Bluffdale, UT 84065 the fence...you will love our
homes!”
PHONE: .
(801) 571-2028 About Verti-Crete...
FAX: Verti-Crete, LLC is the leading producer of vertically poured precast wall and post
(801) 606-7786 systems. Our patent-pending system design outperforms traditional cast methods by

dramatically improving product quality and functionality while actually reducing
production and installation costs.

Verti-Crete’s mold and form systems produce beautiful, seamless, double-sided
commercial grade walls and posts. Made from pre-cast concrete, they have the look

We're on the Web! and feel of real stone. Produce more square feet in less space and less time.
Visit us at: Standard privacy wall systems come in 4', 6, 8’ or 10’ high by 12’ long. Commercial
www.Verti-Crete.com sound wall systems, including pre-stress enabled, can be designed to your
specifications.

sales@verti-crete.com

For more information on how you can license and purchase your Verti-Crete system,

please contact us at 801-571-2028 or visit us at www.verti-crete.com.
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Afco Precast Corp. EAM Manufacturing O Well Precast Wiki Wiki Walls
Middle Island, NY Colorado Springs, CO Salt Lake City, UT Waianae, Hl
(631) 924-7400 (719) 634-2828 (801) 571-5041 (808)782-4547
peter.kaplan@oldcastleprecast.com dschanel@aol.com ryan@owellprecast.com gwartena@yahoo.com
American Precast Products, LLC Great Wall Systems Segmental Designs Wilson Concrete Products
Prescott, AZ Denver, CO Tampa, FL Idaho Falls, ID
(928) 445-9900 (303) 991-WALL (813) 973-4425 (208) 521-2764
preber@cox.net choortz@greatwallsystems.com lfalls@acpfl.com
o _ _ International
Atlantic Pipe Corporation Hawk Construction Stone-Cast, LLC
San Juan, Puerto Rico Dallas, TX Topeka, KS Carlow Pre-Cast Tanks
(787) 788-5400 (972) 547-6652 (785) 862-2474 ] Dublin. Ireland
igarcia@atlanticpipe.com jpwhawk @airmail.net dgary@wolfconstructioncompany.com 011 353 1 8015889
i engineer@carlowprecasttanks.com
C&M Precast Lubbock Concrete Service Teknafab
Kerrville, TX Lubbock, TX Vancouver, WA :
y ! Lac La Biche Garage, Ltd.
(830) 367-5988 (806) 797-1059 (800) 377-3877 Lac La Biche. Canada
bob@candmprecast.com donnak642003@yahoo.com sales@verti-cretenw.com (780) 623-3222
. . louisjr@telus.net
Color Country Precast Marzano & Sons Tektoniks Corporation
St. George, UT June Lake, CA Walla Walla, WA Magest Algeria
(435) 673-6790 (760) 648-7455 (509) 529-8424_ Hydra, Alger-Algeria
mike@colorcountryprecast.com mrm@schat.com shawn@tektonikscorp.com (213) &0) 2169 2336
salesalg@magest.com

Crest Precast McCann Concrete Products Texas Precast Walls
La Crescent, MN St. Louis, MO Mission, TX Pre-Con Limited
(507) 895-2342 (618) 377-3888 (956) 467-8720 mada
info@crestprecastconcrete.com mark.melvin@sbcglobal.net tpw@yahoo.com (306) 931-9229

X elle reconltd.ca
Delta Pre-Cast Norwalk Concrete Industries Wally Walls
Houston, TX Norwalk, OH Casper, WY Ruggiero
(713) 957-2747 (419) 668-8167 (307) 259-1770 Potenza, Italy

oseo@deltaprecast.com malcolm@nciprecast.com mvacsr@juno.com pasquale.ruggiero@virgilio.it
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