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Verti-Crete Sound Wall Limits Damage
    A twin engine aircraft with two pilots and a passenger on board slammed into a Verti-Crete 
Sound Wall in Saskatoon, Canada on Friday, April 1st.  Unfortunately, the passenger died at the 
scene but the good news was that further fatalities were averted.  It was the Verti-Crete Sound 
Wall that stopped the plane from crashing into several homes and perhaps saving the lives of many.   

Emergency crews attend to the wreckage of a twin-engine airplane in Saskatoon. 

Verti-Block Retaining Wall in Euphoric Demand
People all around the world are recognizing and enjoy-

ing the perks of Verti-Block.  A hollow, interlocking block 
measuring 2’ x 4’ x 3’ provides a beautiful, cost-effective 
earth retaining solution.  Not only is it the perfect size for 
any project, but it can stack a gravity wall up to 12’ high 
(and even higher when reinforced). 

George Roberts Company produced Verti-Block for a 
project with Maietta Enterprises in Biddeford, Maine.  
Maietta Enterprises is owned by the Biddeford Housing 
Authority.  The project is now called ‘My Sister’s Place’ 
and is established for low income housing.  

Craig Babbidge, an Estimator/ Project Manager with 
Maietta Enterprises, needed an attractive solution for a 
rather diffi cult wall problem, and Verti-Block fi t the bill. 
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Verti-Crete Sound Wall Limits Damage
(cont’d from page 1)

something has to be done,” said Matthew.

“The pilot was fi ne. When I fi rst came up and sort of banged 
on the window, he acknowledged me.”

Hrycuik removed the debris from the back of the cockpit, 
which had been torn wide open on impact, and pulled the pilot 
and co-pilot to safety.

“I grabbed the co-pilot out fi rst because he was in worse 
condition. He thought he had broken both his legs, they were 
all twisted up.”

Ernst also ran to help. By the time he reached the plane, the 
two men were being helped out of the aircraft.

“The older man, he had blood running all down his face and 
he was shaking. He got carried out of the cockpit and he was 
shaking violently,” said Ernst.

The 42-year-old pilot and the 57year-old co-pilot were taken 
to Royal University Hospital in stable condition, according 
to MD Ambulance. A third man who was a passenger in the 
airplane died at the scene. He is not from Saskatchewan. 
Saskatoon police were still trying to contact his family late 
Friday night, said city police Staff Sgt. Kirby Harmon.

The aircraft, white with reddishorange wing tips, is owned 
by Fugro Companies, which has divisions that conduct aerial 
surveys and is known for its work involving surveys over 
resource properties in Saskatchewan.

Fire trucks from Saskatoon Fire & Protective Services and the 
Saskatoon airport responded to the scene and were on standby 
at the airport. Initial reports indicated the airplane had 1,000 
pounds on fuel onboard.

Police and fi re crews continued to be at the crash site into the 
night Friday, cleaning up debris strewn along the roadway. 
The body of the airplane was perched on the sound wall with 
one broken wing resting on the pavement and the other wing 
hanging over the wall, just a few feet from the backyards of 
homes along Nordstrum Road.

“I heard a big bang and I was sure it was the gas pumps 
exploding across the street (at Extra Foods). It shook the 
house and all I saw was a big cloud of dust,” said Bohdan 
Machula, who immediately went out to his backyard.

“The police said to go inside. It might explode.” Hours after 
the crash and in the safety of their home, the Machulas were 
relieved and thankful.

“I always complain about that wall, but it saved a lot of 
people,” said Vera Machula.

A twin engine airplane crashed into a sound barrier along a busy 
street in Saskatoon’s north end Friday evening, April 1st- killing 
one person on-board.

“I looked up and the plane was right above us and I saw the faces 
of the pilots. I remember seeing their faces. They looked terrifi ed,” 
said eyewitness Jayden Ernst.

Just before 6: 30 p.m., the airplane plunged from the sky, skimmed 
condominium buildings to the southeast of the intersection of 
Wanuskewin Road and 51st Street and smashed into the sound 
wall on the east side of Wanuskewin.

“It looked like they were going to hit the houses. They were trying 
to land on the road, but there were cars everywhere, so he went 
for the wall,” added Ernst, who was in the Extra Foods parking lot 
across the street when the crash happened.

Traffi c was steady in both directions along Wanuskewin with 
those in vehicles heading north apparently unaware of the 
approaching plane.

“The drivers hadn’t even noticed because it was right behind them. 
The wing was right over the cars and then (the drivers) slammed 
on the brakes.”

Matthew and Rachel Hrycuik were heading south on 
Wanuskewin when they saw the plane coming toward them.

“It was dropping really fast,” said Matthew.

The light twin engine plane was on approach to Saskatoon’s John 
G. Diefenbaker International Airport, but one of its engines had 
failed, Saskatoon Fire and Protective Services said. Five kilometres 
from the airport, the plane lost power.

Immediately after the crash, instincts kicked in for the Hrycuiks. 
He is a member of the Canadian Forces and his wife works as an 
EMT. They stopped, checked for downed power lines concerned 
about a possible fi re, and went to work.

“We thought if there’s people moving inside there, obviously 

“Unbelievable.  How tragic that someone died in 
this crash, but the Verti-Crete wall probably saved 
many other lives!”
           - Frances S. Edgar
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“Just imagine. It could have hit and burned our houses down,” 
added Bohdan, gesturing to their neighbours’ homes.

It was the explosive sound that got the attention of the employees 
of the Extra Foods. Jason Phillips had just fi nished fi lling a 
propane tank and was headed into the store.

“It was just a big boom and I thought it was the propane going 
off,” said Phillips, an evening supervisor at Extra Foods.

But there was no fi re and no explosion, just crumpled metal 
and the underside of the plane torn open. One section of the 
sound barrier is gone while the top half of another section is also 
demolished.

Investigators with Transport Canada, based in Winnipeg, are 
expected to be in Saskatoon to begin their work. The crash scene, 
the area adjacent to Wanuskewin Road, will be cordoned off 
while the investigation continues.

(The StarPhoenix ~ April 2011)
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Introducing
Verti-Crete’s Newest Licensee:

Prestressed Casting Co. 

Keith Wallis, Jr. - General Manager
Springfi eld, Missouri, USA 

Join us in welcoming Prestressed Casting Co. as 
our newest licensee!  With over 29 years of experi-
ence in the industry, Keith Wallis, Jr. and team are 
looking forward to supplying Verti-Crete precast 
products throughout Missouri and the Midwest. 

Prestressed Casting Company has been providing 
both precast and prestressed concrete products to 

the construction industry in southern Missouri, 
northern Arkansas, and adjacent states since 1957.  
They have two plants, one in Springfi eld, Missouri 

and one in Ozark, Missouri. Prestressed Casting 
Company specializes in both structural and archi-

tectural concrete products, as well as a combination 
of the two in one single product.  

 Visit Prestressed Casting Co. at:  
www.prestressedcasting.com

The wall needed an inside and outside corner with the outside 
corner being a bit sharper than 90 degrees.  George Roberts 
Company was able to accomplish this by using the corner blocks 
and then building a small radius into the shorter of the two walls 
coming off the corner.  Verti-Block’s simple yet innovative design 
was the perfect size and right solution.

The project plans called for a wall totaling 608 square feet.  After 
reviewing the plans and establishing a completion date with the 
team at George Roberts Company, the work quickly began.  

George Roberts Company prepared and produced the number of 
Verti-Blocks necessary for completion in advance and also cast 
several additional blocks- keeping these in stock for any last 
minute needs.  What is even more astounding than their quick 
production was their turn-around time to install.  In September 
of 2010, Verti-Block installation and project completion was 
achieved in only one and a half days.  

Using a variety of the block shapes - including the standard 
block, half block, top block, and corner block - the project 
required minimal labor and equipment for a quick and easy 
install.  This helped cut back on costs and fulfi ll project needs 
within budget.

Because George Roberts Company used Verti-Block, they 
were able to create a remarkable eye-catching retaining wall 

implicating 
an extremely 
realistic 
stone texture.  
Verti-Block 
added 
beauty and 
sophistication 
to all of its 
surroundings.

Verti-Block Retaining Wall in Euphoric Demand
(cont’d from page 1) 
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Verti-Crete & Verti-Block Licensees

United States

American Stamp Concrete
Miami, FL
tico-70@juno.com
(305) 742-8147

Andale Ready Mix
Wichita, KS 
pete@andalereadymix.com
(316) 832-0063

Arrowhead Precast, LLC
Tulsa, OK
rdavis@arrowheadprecast.com
(918)857-3460

Associated Construction 
Products
Tampa, FL
lfalls@acpfl .com
(813)973-4425

C&M Precast
Kerrville, TX
bob@candmprecast.com
(830)367-5988

Carolina Wall-Crete
Shelby, NC
joy@carolinawallcrete.com
(704)487-8557

Color Country Precast
Washinton, UT
brock@colorcountryprecast.com
(435)627-2355

Crest Precast, Inc. 
La Crescent, MN
info@crestprecastconcrete.com
(507)895-2342

Fabcon
Savage, MN
(also located in IN, OH, PA)
alan.krane@fabcon-usa.com
(952)890-4444

Front Range Verti-Crete
Colorado Springs, CO
dschanel@aol.com
(719)634-2828

Great Wall Systems
Denver, CO
jchevalier@asrcompanies.com
(303)991-9255

Hawk Construction
Dallas, TX
john@hawkconst.com
(972)547-6652

Lubbock Concrete Service
Lubbock, TX
lubbockconcrete@yahoo.com
(806)797-1059

Marzano and Sons
Mammoth Lakes, CA
mrm@schat.com
(760)648-7455

McCann Concrete Products
St. Louis, IL
mark.melvin@sbcglobal.net
(618)377-3888

Northeast Precast
Millville, NJ
cdougherty@northeastprecast.com

(866)699-2557

Norwalk Concrete 
Industries
Norwalk, OH
jmalcolm@nciprecast.com
(419)668-8167

Old Castle Precast
Middle Island, NY
afco@oldcastleprecast.com
(631)924-7400

Owell Precast
Salt Lake City, UT
ryan@owellprecast.com
(801)571-5041

Pre-Stressed Casting Co.
Springfi eld, MO
keith@prestressedcasting.com
(417) 869-7350   

Stone-Cast, LLC
Topeka, KS
dave.gary@wolfks.com
(785)862-2474

Teknafab
Vancouver, WA
pblundell@ultrablock.com
(800)377-3877

Tektoniks
Walla Walla, WA
shawn@tektonikscorp.com
(509)529-8424

VanHooseCo.
Loudon, TN
jvanhoose@vanhooseco.com
(865) 458-3998

Verti-Crete of Northern 
Arizona
Taylor, AZ
jaromhatch@yahoo.com
(928)243-4362

Verti-Crete of Northern 
Nevada
Reno, NV 
rick@verticrete-nevada.com
(775)575-5050

Walker Industries
Maui, HI
wcambra@walkerprecast.com
(808)877-3430

Wilson Concrete Products
Idaho Falls, ID
robert@wcpidaho.com
(208)521-2764

Wyoming Precast Products
Casper, WY
bbummer@wyprecastproducts.com

(307)262-6881

International
Advantage Concrete 
Products
Lethbridge, AB 
Canada 
wayne@hublite.com 
(403)381-9252

Al Falah Ready Mix
Abu Dhubi, UAE
dm@alfalahreadymix.com
971 (4) 880425

Contact Verti-Crete Headquarters
P.O. Box 2347
Sandy, UT 84091
(801)571-2028
www.verti-crete.com

Atlantic Pipe Corp.
San Juan, PR
igarcia@atlanticpipe.com
(787)788-5400

Cappellari SRL
Poggio Rusco, MN
Italy
marketing@truzzi.it
0386/51298

Carlow Pre-Cast Tanks
Dublin, Ireland
bkennedy@carlowprecast.com
011 353 1 80

Jibe Construcciones y 
Pavimentos
Terreon, Mexico
verti-crete@jibe.com.mx
52 871 70715-07

Mision XXI
Hermosillo, Sonora
Mexico
arq.cuellar@yahoo.com.mx
52 662 285 51-39

Novi Industries
Algeria
osman@noviindustries.com
(619)596-4501

Pre-Con Limited
Saskatoon, SK
Canada
ellery@preconltd.ca
(306)931-9229

Ruggiero
Potenza, Italy
pasquale.ruggiero@virgilio.it
390975386001

Shamrock Stone Walls
Perth
Western Australia
colm@shamrockstonewalls.com
011614130077

TAL Stone Fence Inc.
Edmonton, AB
Canada
info@talstonefence.com
780-472-8265

Temkat
Larissa, Greece
temkatab@gmail.com
0030 2410 555790

Tubo Decorado
Monterrey, Mexico
ramirogarza@tubodecorado.com.mx

528183139722

Verti-Block

Fabcon
Savage, MN
alan.krane@fabcon-usa.com
(952)890-4444

George Roberts Co.
Alfred, ME
sray@georgerobertsco.com
(207) 324-6571

Owell Precast
Salt Lake City, UT
ryan@owellprecast.com
(801)571-5041


